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I have been actively following the work of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  The evidence given 

and stories told, have focused my attention as to what we can do now 
to prevent current and future generations of children experiencing the 

same unacceptable damage.   
  

The stories told by those affected by child sexual abuse reveal the 
profound and enduring harm caused by this abuse, and harm that 

was further compounded by the failure of many of those in positions 

of authority to respond appropriately to disclosures of abuse.   
  

I ask myself how could such behaviours be ignored, covered up or 
discounted so often, by so many, for so many years. The 

incomprehensible nature of the behaviour of people who were in 
positions of trust and power causes me to ask the question, “can this 

occur again or is it still occurring?”   
  

At this point I will pause to reflect on the reality that the majority of 
adults and many organisations are very committed to protecting and 

caring for children and young people.  Many organisations take their 
responsibilities very seriously and have in place effective strategies to 

promote and protect children’s safety and freedom from harm. Others 
less so.  

  

The Case Studies considered by the Royal Commission show clearly 
that when things go wrong, and children are abused, the harm is 

great.  Organisations who fail children rarely intentionally set out to 
do so however, as the Royal Commission’s work has shown, there 

have been some institutions and organisations that have placed self-
interest ahead of the interests and wellbeing of children.   
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To a large extent this was able to occur because institutions were 

able to operate without accountability or without effective processes 
and policies to prevent child abuse and respond effectively when 

abuse was disclosed.  
  

It can be confronting to ask ourselves as a civil society the question 
— have we as individuals and as a community done all we can to 

ensure that our children and young people are safe from harm when 
they go to school, play sports, and take part in the wide range of 

activities that children enjoy? 
  

Can we be assured that twenty years from now we won’t be facing 
another Royal Commission or other such inquiry into institutional 

abuse of children and young people?  If so we will once again hear 
stories of trauma, lost lives, damaged people, lives lived in isolation 

and pain, and unrealised human potential.   

  
On the 20th and 21st of April 2015 I will be hosting an important 

conversation and consultation with a wide range of Tasmanian 
organisations which work with or care for children and young people.  

 
This conversation will aim to identify ways in which stronger 

structures and policies can be established, to promote the safety and 
wellbeing of all Tasmanian children and young people when they are 

in the care of organisations and institutions. 
  

The tragic situation is that there may always be people in our society 
who hurt and abuse children, but we can and must do better than we 

have in the past.  It’s the very least we can do for our precious 
children and young people.  

  

The solution will lie in a united response and commitment by all 
individuals, institutions and organisations who work with children, to 

address the failures of the past and to put in place safeguards and 
policies that ensure children are as protected and safe from abuse as 

possible.  This responsibility lies not just with one or two government 
departments or organisations - it rests with each and every one of us. 
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