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Diversity and Equality Policy 
 

Our policy to ensure that everyone is treated fairly and to ensure that we respect and value 
differences in gender, sexuality, race, religion, ethnicity, ability or other status  

Why do we have a policy on diversity and equality? 

The Commissioner for Children and Young People is firmly committed to ensuring children’s 
rights are upheld. All children, regardless of their race, religion, ethnicity, sexuality, gender, 
ability or other status are entitled to the same rights. Some children are less likely to have their 
rights protected than others and we have a particular commitment to ensuring that these 
children are afforded their rights.  

How we ensure equality? 

 We subscribe to DHHS policy on workplace diversity which ensures that all employees 
and prospective employees are treated equally and fairly.  

 We ensure that we treat all children involved with the Commissioner’s office fairly. We try 
to ensure that in our groups and consultations we include children from diverse 
backgrounds, such as those of other cultural backgrounds, varying socioeconomic 
status, ages, genders and sexuality, particularly if they may be particularly or differently 
affected by the issue in question. We believe that all children have an equal right to have 
their voices heard. 

 We aim to use inclusive language in all our documents. We do our best to avoid terms 
that could offend and we try to ensure that we do not use language that would exclude 
certain groups or people.  

 If we do inadvertently use language or make statements that are offensive or exclusive 
we are happy to take advice and make changes to reflect any concerns raised.  
 

Some children in Tasmania are more likely than others to experience discrimination and 
inequality. We aim to make particular efforts to meet the needs of such children.  

Aboriginal Children 

 We recognise that Tasmanian Aboriginal people are the traditional owners of the land we 
use on a daily basis and recognise that this land continues to hold special significance to 
them. We aim to ensure that all our events and meetings are culturally sensitive. 

 We respect the lead role of the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community in advocating for 
Tasmanian Aboriginal children, however we aim to support their role by also paying 
special attention to the needs of Aboriginal children.  

 When advising government or other agencies on the needs of Aboriginal Children we will 
seek the advice of the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community.  
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LGBTQI Children 

 We recognise that LGBTQI children face challenges that other young people may not, 
including a higher risk of suicide. We aim to consider the needs of LGBTQI children and 
to ensure we are inclusive, meet special needs they may have and do not engage in 
language or practices that may discriminate on the basis of gender difference or 
sexuality.  

Children and adults with disabilities 

 We recognise that children with disabilities are often denied a voice. We aim to include 
children with disabilities in our consultation processes and we will ensure we do so in a 
way that meets their needs. 

 We aim to have material, including policies, available in an accessible format via our 
website which complies with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 and to 
the WC3 standards. 

 Our building is accessible, please contact us if you have access needs.  
 

Culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) children 

 We recognise that children from CALD backgrounds may not always be afforded the 
same voice as children from English speaking, Anglo Saxon households. We aim to 
include the voices of children from CALD backgrounds in our consultation processes and 
will endeavour to do so in a culturally sensitive manner.  

Children experiencing socio-economic disadvantage 

 We recognise that traditional consultation processes may not be inclusive of children 
experiencing socio-economic disadvantage. We recognise that some children may not 
have the resources to attend events or groups, may not be regularly attending schools, 
may not have the advantage of education and literacy and may not have the support of 
family.  

 We aim to consider the needs of such children in our consultation processes and groups, 
and aim to find ways to reach out to such children so that their voices can be heard.  

We are very happy to receive feedback that can help us to become more inclusive. We 
recognise that inclusiveness is not a stagnant state but that we must continuously strive to 
adapt to meet the needs of diverse groups in our community as our knowledge and awareness 
grows.  

For more information:  

If you have any questions about this policy please contact: 
 
Commissioner for Children and Young People, 
Level 1/119 Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tasmania 7000 
Telephone (03) 6166 1366. 
Email childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au  
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