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The first consultations for the new Commissioner for Children, Mark Morrissey, 
with children and young people around the state are underway.  The 
Commissioner will be travelling to the West Coast, North, North West and South 
visiting schools over the next two weeks that are part of his new ‘Children for 
Change’ consultation groups.
‘Listening to children and young person’s voices is an important part of my role 
and I want to talk to as many children and young people as possible and hear 
what they have to say, said Mr Morrissey.  ‘it is important to listen to children 
and young people and place them at the centre of all discussions and 
considerations for my office.’
‘This year there will be over 200 children and young people, ages ranging from 
5 to 18 years, across ten schools who are taking part in the Children for Change 
school consultations.  
‘They will act as ambassadors of my office and take issues to the rest of their 
school populations and then provide feedback.’ Mr Morrissey said. 
The schools involved are:
St Helens District High, Riverside High, Montrose Bay High, Smithton High, 
Rosebery District High, Sorell School, Longford Primary, Cooee Primary, 
Howrah Primary and Kingston Primary.
This year the consultations will focus on seeking views of children and young 
people about issues that affect them. 
The Commissioner will also be talking to organisations about child-safe, child-
friendly organisations and how children can be kept safe.
‘Organisations that involve children in their work should have an obligation in 
keeping children safe,’ said the Commissioner, ‘and children and young people 
need to be able to easily recognise child-friendly organisations.’
‘I am looking forward to meeting the children and young people and hearing 
what they have to say.’

The Commissioner will be available to meet the media for interviews and photo 
opportunities during the consultations with the schools.  



   
Where: Schools in North & North West
Date: Tuesday to Friday, 17 to 20 February 2015
Times: see schedule

Where: Schools in South West & South East
Date: Tuesday to Thursday, 24 to 26 February 2015
Times: see schedule

Media contact: Jeanette Banks, Coordinator Promotions and Projects, 0439 365 
600


