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Ongoing Independent monitoring of the Child 
protection system in Tasmania. 

It was with sadness that I read the Coroner’s Findings relating to the death of 
an 11 month old child known to Child Protection Services.


Although I do not intend commenting on the details of the case in question, I 
will say that the Coroner’s Recommendations if accepted and implemented 
properly have the potential to make important changes to child protection 
practice, which should have at its heart the promotion of children’s safety 
and best interests.  


The legislation governing child protection practice should make it very clear 
that in determining what decision to make or action to take in the best 
interests of a child brought to the attention of CPS, consideration must be 
given to the effects of cumulative patterns of harm on a child’s safety, 
development and general well-being. 


Amendments made to the Children Young Persons and their Families Act  in 
2013 include a requirement that the cumulative effects of harm or risk of 
harm are taken into account when determining a child protection response 
that promotes a child’s best interests. I welcome the forthcoming 
commencement of these amendments which I understand will occur in 
November.


Embedding such an important practice consideration in policy alone fails to 
take account of the impact of prolonged and multiple separate incidents of 
maltreatment on the wellbeing and development of a child. 


I welcome the Coroner’s recommendation that CPS conduct regular audits of 
its files to determine whether cumulative harm is being taken into account 
when assessing risk however I believe there should also be some form of 
independent scrutiny of this practice.


There is currently no ongoing independent monitoring of the child protection 
system in Tasmania. To be effective, monitoring systems should be external 
and independent, with appropriate authority to enable rigorous scrutiny. 

http://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au


Findings, both positive and negative, can be used to inform policy. 
Monitoring should include follow-up audits to assess the extent to which 
recommendations have been acted on.


Chid protection work is difficult and complex.   Workers must have the 
benefit of  ongoing supervision, advice  and support  to ensure they are 
applying their professional judgement and expertise in a way that best 
promotes the safety and wellbeing of children.    Otherwise, even the best 
policies and legislative framework will not make that much of a difference to 
the protection of vulnerable children. 


Work is underway by Government to establish a new review process which 
includes analysis of child deaths such as in this particular instance.  As 
Commissioner for Children, I will be involved in this new process, which will 
focus on what can be learnt to help prevent such tragedies.
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For all media enquiries please contact Mark Morrissey, Commissioner for 
Children, Tasmania on 03 6233 4520 or email 
childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au 
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