
The Tasmanian Government is to be applauded for “Tasmania’s Family Violence Plan -2015- 

2020”.  This plan builds on the previous Government’s work in this important area, in particular 

leaders and politicians from across all parties, over a number of years.  

 

The personal leadership on this issue by the Premier is an example that can be followed by all 

men in our community, in particular fathers.  We need to see more men and fathers acting as 

positive role models as the increasing engagement of men and fathers in this issue is critical to 

the success of any initiatives. 

   

The substantial investment within this plan to address the impact of family violence on children 

and young people is welcomed. Every child has the right to live free from all forms of violence and 

abuse and has the right to safety. It is a tragic fact that even in a country as advantaged as 

Australia many children are still not safe or free from violence in their own homes. Adults have a 

responsibility to protect children and to ensure they grow up in nurturing homes with loving adults 

who lead by example in not only caring for their children but for each other.  

 

Childrens needs have always existed but children are often unseen or without a voice. We know 

that growing up with violence in the home can have devastating and lasting effects on children 

with consequences for their health and wellbeing, their performance at school, their future 

relationships and their capacity to be fully part of our community. For children, as for women, 

living with family violence is not just about experiencing separate incidents of violence, but about 

growing up in an ever present atmosphere of fear and tension and understandably this impacts 

enormously on the whole of their development. Children also learn behaviours and attitudes from 

their parents. Essentially family violence constitutes a global assault on children’s health and 

wellbeing.   

 

Over the many years I have worked as a professional in children’s health and wellbeing, I can 

recall far too many actual cases of young people who have had their mental and physical health 

damaged, brain development impaired, lives cut short - often as infants - and long term 

prospects as a full participant and contributor to society diminished.  This is not a theoretical or 

hypothetical discussion - it is a discussion about real infants, children and young people. 

 

It is also important to acknowledge that it is women who are disproportionately affected by 

violence in the home – and that attitudes to masculinity and gender inequality underlie this 

violent behaviour. Children learn by what they see their parents doing. We must take decisive 

action to eliminate attitudes and beliefs that justify the use of violence by men in intimate 

relationships otherwise it will be continue to be seen by men and their children as normal and 

appropriate.     

 

This Family Violence Plan will contribute to the beginning of a positive turnaround in outcomes for 

many Tasmanian children and their families.  Increased counselling services for affected 

children, Respectful Relationship programs in all Tasmanian schools and hopefully stronger 

families for children to grow up in, are a very positive step forward.  Hopefully in the future there 

will be more children who are able to grow up in homes free from all forms of abuse, and greater 

access to important early intervention counselling services for those children who are affected by 

family violence. Further I hope that through participation in the school program, more boys and 

young men will become respectful and nurturing partners and fathers or supporters of women in 

their lives, and girls and young women will be better able to recognise violence, understand it is 

not their fault and be able to seek help. 

 

I hope that in my role as Commissioner for Children in Tasmania I can contribute to the 

implementation of the Plan and to the development of further initiatives especially those 

focussing on the experience and concerns of children and young people.    In doing this I will be 

guided by the important work of the National Commissioner for Children who is currently 



consulting nationally to explore issues around the impact of family and domestic violence on 

children.    

 

We still don’t know enough about how children cope, how they are affected and what they need.   

 

What we do know is that that greatest positive impact on this pervasive problem will come from 

prevention and early intervention.  This must include true and genuine gender equality, an 

understanding by all that violence and abuse in its many forms is never a solution and all of us 

together ensuring that this issue remains high on our personal, professional and community 

priorities  

 

Violence against women and children in the home is complex and multi-layered requiring 

complex and integrated responses.   The Tasmanian Government’s Plan recognises this and 

represents a very welcome move forward to one day in the future eliminating violence against 

women and children in Tasmania.   

 


