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Announcement of the inaugural Commissioner for Children’s 

Young Creative Writers Awards 
 

 

 

Child’s play gets its own reward for some creative young Tasmanian writers. 

 

Their literary talents have been recognised with the announcement of the winners of the 

inaugural Commissioner for Children’s Young Creative Writers Awards. 

 

The Awards were presented by Mrs Margaret Blow at a prize giving ceremony at 

Government House on Thursday 17th September. 

 

The Awards aim to foster and recognise children’s creative expression and to encourage 

entrants to think about and explore a child rights theme in their work.  

 

The theme of this year’s Awards was “play”, arising from the right of all children to relax, 

play and to engage in recreational activities.  

 

“I am absolutely delighted that in the first year of running these Awards we received 

entries from more than 300 young people across Tasmania.  

 

“The Awards have offered a great opportunity for young writers to develop their creative 

writing skills, learn about child rights and to tell their own original stories. 

 

“I congratulate each and every child who submitted a short story or poem. Every child 

who entered will receive a certificate of participation,” said Mr Morrissey. 

 

The judges, Tasmanian author Danielle Wood and the Mercury’s editor Matt Deighton, 

were impressed by the breadth and depth of the entrants’ talent and creativity. 

 

“I was impressed not only by the writing talent on display but also by the compassion, 

idealism and wisdom that these young writers bring to their work”, said Dr. Wood. 

 

The Commissioner congratulates joint overall winners Freya Cox for her beautifully 

moving poem ‘forgotten children’, and Sam Berwick for his imaginative short story, ‘What 

Happens Behind Your Back’. 

 

The winning entries have been published in an e-booklet on the Commissioner for 

Children’s website (www.childcomm.tas.gov.au).  

 

A full list of the Awards winners is set out below: 



 

Joint Overall Winners 

 

‘What Happens Behind Your Back’, by Sam Berwick 

‘forgotten children’, by Freya Cox 

 

5-8 year category 

 

Winner: 

‘Maria and the Playground’, by Michelle Elliott 

 

Runner-up: 

‘The Book’, by Noah Swan 

 

9-11 year category 

 

Winner: 

‘What Happens Behind Your Back’, by Sam Berwick 

 

Runner-up: 

‘Play’, by Lara Vincent 

 

Merit Certificates: 

‘Messy Fun’, by Kate Gallen 

‘The Greatest Gift’, by Nina Handicott 

‘Play is…’, by Ellie Foster 

‘Nan’s Legacy’, by Sophie Giltinan 

 

12-14 year category 

 

Winner: 

‘Joey and the Crane’, by Daniel Johnson 

 

Merit Certificates: 

‘Play’, by Ruby Wood 

‘My Friend Imagination’, by Hannah Groom 

 

15-17 year category 

 

Winner: 

‘forgotten children’, by Freya Cox 

 

Merit Certificates: 

‘A Boy and his Horse’, by Thomas-Jack Booth 

‘Capture the Flag’, by Peter Burt 
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