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It is often children and young people who are most impacted by the effects of poverty.  

And recent statistics show that Tasmanian children under the age of 15 continue to 

experience the highest levels of poverty in the country.  Almost sixteen per cent of 

Tasmanian children are deemed to be living in poverty, in contrast to just under twelve 

per cent nationally.  

 

Anti-Poverty Week provides an opportunity to reflect on how we can better address this 

important issue.  

 
Child poverty is complex; it is often so much more than a financial status. While low 

income is often the most familiar way of describing poverty, there are other factors that 

create disadvantage. Many grow up to face life long unemployment or underemployment, 

earning very low wages, thus further compounding generational poverty.  

 

The challenge is knowing what makes a difference and where to start. 

 

“We know that investing in early education has significant lifelong benefits; with strong 

evidence showing that these benefits grow exponentially throughout a person’s life,” said 

Commissioner for Children Mr Morrissey. 

 
A national study to map youth poverty and social exclusion has shown that family 

education levels strongly relate to the level of poverty experienced by children. This fact 

shows us where we need to focus our efforts and where we can start to make a 

difference. 

 

“Education has been shown to be a key factor in lifting people out of poverty. We must 

work to change entrenched attitudes that do not recognise the value and importance of 

education. This requires a coordinated effort across all sectors and across the whole 

state to work with children and their families to ensure that every Tasmanian child 

participates in education,” Mr Morrissey said.  

 
“Education is a fundamental right – as much as safety, freedom and a caring home 

environment.  And with reference to child poverty, it is now widely accepted that 

education is an important means for escaping poverty. In order to reduce the number of 

children suffering from poverty in Tasmania, we have to honour our human rights 

commitments and protect every child’s right to education,” Mr Morrissey said.  

 

Media contact: Ann Davie, Project Coordinator, 6233 4526 

 


