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Opinion Piece 

This week is National Children’s Week 

27 October 2015 

 

We seem to have a special awareness day or week for everything nowadays.  I know I 

struggle to keep up with what special day or week we are observing.  There are so many 

worthy causes for which a special day or week is designated, to take pause and reflect 

on.  There are however very few opportunities more important than taking one week a 

year to reflect on and celebrate our children during Children’s Week.   

Children’s Week has a surprisingly long history.  It began as Universal Children’s Day 

when in 1954 the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed this day as an occasion 

to promote friendship and understanding among children around the world. In Australia, 

states and territories have celebrated the week at different times, coming together to 

organise a national weeklong event in 1985. The week marks a time to celebrate the 

right of children to enjoy being children and a time for them to demonstrate their skills, 

talents and many abilities.  In 1996, Australia adopted the permanent theme of ‘A Caring 

World Shares’. This year an additional theme, ‘Children’s Rights are Human Rights’, has 

also been embraced, which is particularly pertinent because in 2015 we celebrate the 

25th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Throughout Tasmania, children and their families will be involved in activities and events 

that celebrate children’s talents, abilities and the contributions that they make to all our 

lives. It is also a time to remember that not all children are fortunate to have the support, 

love and safety of family and community. 

As Commissioner for Children, it has been my privilege to meet and talk with children 

across the state. They have been generous with their time and thoughts, and have 

provided me with a deeper understanding of what it is like to grow up in Tasmania. They 

have shared their considered and insightful thoughts about the challenges they face, as 

well as the things that give them joy; and they have been forthright about offering their 

suggestions on how to make things better for themselves, their families and 

communities. They have epitomised the theme of a caring world that shares. 

What we as a community need to do is return the favour. 



2 
 

I have no doubt that Tasmania is a caring place that is very focused on celebrating its 

children. But we do face some real challenges. How do we create opportunities for our 

young people? How do we help young people continue in education? How do we make 

sure that those who are most vulnerable are supported in the way they deserve? 

We can do this by listening to children. Really listening.  We cannot assume that we, as 

adults, know what they have to say, what they want or that we know better. We may be 

surprised by the answers we get.  We all want our opinions to be not only acknowledged 

but acted upon, and young Tasmanians are no different.   

It is a fundamental right, held by every member of our community to be heard. We can’t 

claim to be a caring world that shares if we don’t include every member of our 

community, including children. In my many conversations with children and young people 

I am constantly surprised and impressed by what they have to say, by their insights and 

solutions to problems.   

I strongly urge us all to listen to what children have to say, as often as possible. When we 

plan events, when we consult with communities, when we design a park, when we 

develop a school program, their input is important.  In short, if we are planning 

something for a child or young person, involve them.  Odds are, the results will be so 

much better if we involve and listen to children. 

This week children all across the state will be have the opportunity to express their 

creative passions, thoughts and feelings. They will be sharing who they are with us. Let’s 

listen to them.  
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