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Coroner McTaggart’s Findings into the deaths of six 

teenagers  
 

 

I congratulate Coroner McTaggart for her thorough, compassionate and insightful 

investigation into the tragic deaths of 6 young Tasmanians who took their own lives.   

 

Intentional self-harm is the leading cause of death amongst Australian children and 

young people aged 15 to 24 years.  This is an important social issue and Coroner 

McTaggart has presented a range of very necessary and well-founded recommendations. 

 

We must focus resources and interventions on childhood and adolescence and address 

the risk factors that distinguish young people with suicidal behaviour from other young 

people- factors such as social and educational disadvantage, homelessness and adverse 

life events. 

 

As the child advocate I fully endorse all of the Coroner’s recommendations and look 

forward to them being carefully considered.  As a community we must do all we can to 

prevent such tragedies. 

 

In particular, I wholeheartedly agree that there is an urgent need for a specialised 

inpatient facility for the assessment and treatment of adolescents who present with 

serious mental health issues.    

 

The recommendation that CAMHS is staffed adequately is important. Placing a very 

unwell young person on a waitlist at CAMHS, as has occurred in in the past, is not 

acceptable.  

 

Coroner McTaggart has presented us with a report, that if the recommendations are 

implemented, will make a very positive difference to many young at-risk Tasmanians and 

their families and may well indeed save young lives.   

 

As Coroner McTaggart points out, as signatories to the United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, Australia has clear obligations under international law to promote the 

wellbeing of children and young people under the age of 18 years.  Every child has the 

inherent right to life, the right to survival and development and to be protected from all 

forms of violence.  
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For 24/7 crisis support, call Beyondblue 1300 224 636; Lifeline 131114 or Kids 

Helpline 1800551800 


