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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
 

RESOURCE FOR PARENTS ON CHOOSING A CHILD SAFE ORGANISATION. 

 

 

In the context of the recent events in New South Wales and more recently in 

Tasmania involving dance schools, the Commissioner for Children, Mark 

Morrissey, today released a new resource for parents to help them identify 

whether an organisation that provides services to their children is “child safe” – 

that is, one which puts the safety and wellbeing of children at its centre. This 

includes safety from sexual, physical and emotional abuse 

 

As part of the Commissioner’s ongoing Strengthening Child Safe Organisations 

initiative, the brochure, entitled Information for Parents- What to look for when 

choosing a Child Safe Organisation provides parents with practical advice on the 

sorts of things to look for and ask questions about. 

 

“Children and young people are involved in many different kinds of organisations, 

such as sporting clubs, dance schools, arts programs, community organisations, 

and youth groups. All children have a right to feel safe in any environment. For this 

reason, we all need to work together to focus on this very important issue. This 

includes parents, communities, regulatory bodies and organisations themselves,” 

Mr Morrissey said.   

 

A child safe organisation is one which:  

 Understands and actively promotes the importance of child safety 

 Has clear and easily accessible procedures to help prevent the possibility 

of harm 

 Is able to provide families and carers with a written copy of their 

procedures 

 Encourages children to engage in decisions that affect them  

 Recognises and respects distinct needs of children from diverse cultures 

and backgrounds 

 Takes all reports of suspected  harm seriously by reporting it immediately 

to the appropriate authorities 

 Welcomes and values open communication with families and carers 

 Ensures that children know who they can talk to if they are feeling unsafe 
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 Promotes a safe and open environment which supports the disclosure of 

suspected harm 

 

These Principles are explored in the Strengthening Child Safe Organisations 

report, which was released by the Commissioner last month.  

 

“Although working with children checks are important they will not necessarily 

predict future risk to children’s safety and wellbeing – what is needed is an 

organisational culture that prioritises children’s safety from all forms of abuse by 

adopting clear Codes of Conduct which are available to all, putting in place 

accessible complaint mechanisms and ensuring children and young people know 

they have a right to be safe from all forms of abuse and that they will be  

supported if they report concerning or abusive behaviour. ” 

 

The Child Safe Organisations parent brochure and Strengthening Child Safe 

Organisations Report are available through the Commissioner for Children’s 

website:  http://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au 
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