
 

1 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE      2/2/2016 

 

NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION DATABASE TO KEEP 

TRACK OF VULNERABLE CHILDREN 
 

 

A national database to keep track of at-risk children would enable Tasmanian child 

protection services to intervene earlier in cases of neglect and abuse, the Commissioner for 

Children Mark Morrissey said. 

 

Mr Morrissey was commenting on a South Australian coroner’s call for a national child 

protection database to be established after a case of a family which had been involved with 

child protection matters in two states, but no records were able to be shared. 

 

“For far too long children and families have fallen through the gaps when they have moved 

to other states,” Mr Morrissey said. 

 

“Such a national database would assist Tasmanian child protection services to better 

intervene at a much earlier stage in cases of neglect and abuse.” 

  

“Many of these families are highly mobile and frequently move houses, often 

interstate.  Often child protection authorities have no knowledge that such families have 

moved to their jurisdiction, and subsequently are only made aware of the longstanding 

history of abuse and neglect after a tragic event.” 

 

Mr Morrissey said in relation to police and criminal matters, Australian police have access to 

CrimTrac where information about criminals and offenders is shared nationally and can be 

accessed by police in any part of Australia.  

 

“No such database or central collation of information exists to protect our most vulnerable 

children,” he said. 
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“Should a national database be established, Child protection services in Tasmania will be 

able to promptly respond to at risk children who move to Tasmania from interstate.” 

 

Mr Morrissey said whilst memoranda of understanding and other such informal 

arrangements between child protection agencies exist between the states, they are nowhere 

near as effective as a national data base of child protection information, such as whether a 

parent has been suspected of neglect or abuse in another State. 

 

As we move into 2016, it is now time to have a considered discussion on ways to establish 

such a national database to ensure better outcomes for Australia’s most vulnerable and at 

risk children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media inquiries: 

Catherine Clemens 

Manager Communications and Participation 

Commissioner for Children (Tas) 

E:  catherine.clemens@childcomm.tas.gov.au 

Phone: (03) 6233 4920 

Fax:     (03) 6233 4515 

Web: www.childcomm.tas.gov.au 
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