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MEDIA RELEASE        15/3/2016 

 

IMPLEMENTATION IS KEY TO CHILD PROTECTION  

RE-DESIGN  

 

The Child Protection Redesign report presents Tasmania with an opportunity to begin the much 

needed reform to provide higher quality child protection services to those most in need, the 

Commissioner for Children Mark Morrissey said. 

    

Mr Morrissey said he welcomed Minister Jacquie Petrusma’s release of the Child Protection 

Redesign plan.  

 

“This report gives us a comprehensive plan for child protection reform in Tasmania and we must 

now ensure it is fully implemented in its entirety,” he said. 

 

“This reform must become the real deal.” 

 

“We now have an opportunity and a responsibility to give Tasmanian children and young people 

in child protection services a better future.” 

  

Mr Morrissey said an important message of the Redesign report is the strong focus on ways to 

keep children and young people out of the statutory child protection system. However, if the 

only alternative is for a child to be removed from their family, the child must be well cared for 

and their best interests are promoted. 

 

“We must not forget that families are primarily responsible for the upbringing and support of 

their children,” he said. 

 

“But when this is no longer possible, the State assumes this responsibility.  This must always be 

a last resort; after all other options are exhausted.” 

 

“Intervening early and providing families with necessary support and assistance before matters 

reach a crisis point represents a far better way to promote the wellbeing of our children.” 

 

Mr Morrissey said that an essential element of a child-centred child protection system is to 

actively seek the views of children and young people and take their views into account when 

making decisions which affect them.  

 

“This is a matter that I will be particularly focused on during the implementation process,” he 

said. 

 

He said the Child Protection reforms are an integrated package in which each element or area 

of proposed change is inter-dependent.  
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The Redesign report also acknowledges that statutory Child Protection Services are not solely 

responsible for the wellbeing of our children and young people. 

 

“Child Protection Services must be seen as a small, yet important part, of a much wider system 

encompassing the education, health, policing and community sector systems – and of course as 

a community we all have an important role to play in safeguarding the wellbeing of our children,” 

he said. 

 
“I wish to acknowledge the children and young people who so generously shared their views 

and experiences of the statutory child protection system in order to inform the work of the 

Redesign Reference Group.” 

 

Professor Maria Harries, who lead the Redesign Reference Group, is also to be acknowledged 

for her excellent work, her wealth of professional knowledge and her expertise.  

 

 
 

  

 

 

Catherine Clemens 

Manager Communications and Participation 

Commissioner for Children (Tas) 

E:  catherine.clemens@childcomm.tas.gov.au 

Phone: (03) 6233 4920 

Mobile: 0427 008 268  

Web: www.childcomm.tas.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:catherine.clemens@childcomm.tas.gov.au
http://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/

