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MEDIA RELEASE      9/3/2016 

 

CHANGE TO SCHOOL AGE IS A POSITIVE STEP  
 

 
The Commissioner for Children, Mark Morrissey has welcomed the State Government’s 

decision to extend the starting and finishing school age for Tasmanian children. 

 

Mr Morrissey said the announcement by the Premier to extend the compulsory starting and 

finishing age for school attendance is a positive step forward for Tasmania’s future educational 

outcomes.   

 

“This is a signal to the community that formal schooling is of great importance to our future,” Mr 

Morrissey said. 

 

“Starting learning earlier and also extending the leaving age to 18 maximises the educational 

opportunities for Tasmanian children.” 

 

“The social and economic benefits from investment in high quality early education and learning 

are now well established.” 

 

“The evidence is abundantly clear that earlier engagement in education and learning is 

beneficial to all children. It is particularly relevant and beneficial for those children in our 

community who may have additional need for support and assistance,” he said. 

 

“We do know that this group of children will benefit most from commencing school earlier.” 

  

Mr Morrissey said the proposal to extend to 18 years for the school leaving age is to be 

commended.  

 

He said an extension of the school leaving age would include home schooling, study at senior 

secondary school, study at TasTAFE or university, an apprenticeship or traineeship, or a 

training course through a registered organisation.  

 

“For far too long too many Tasmania young people have left school far too early,” he said. 

 

“We must maximise the opportunities resulting from this proposal by, amongst other things, 

providing educational and vocational options that acknowledge the different interests and 

vocational pathways of our young people.” 

 

He said early childhood education, before a child starts formal schooling, is also a critical factor 

in a child’s prospects once they start school. Children’s learning and development will be 

greater if they are participating in high quality early learning before the transition to the formal 

education system.   
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“Ongoing engagement and enjoyment of learning is something we should encourage throughout 

the life course.”  
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