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MEDIA RELEASE      22/3/2016 

 

Disrespectful rhetoric is damaging Tasmanian children  
 

The words being used in criticism of the Safe Schools Program by some elements in 

Australian politics is potentially damaging to children and young people, the Commissioner 

for Children, Mark Morrissey said. 

 

“As the Commissioner for Children I have an obligation to speak out when I observe any 

young people being exposed to harm and hurt. This is such a situation.” 

 

Mr Morrissey said he was increasingly concerned about the impact of negative comments 

being made about the Safe Schools Program, on LGBTI children and young people and their 

families.  

 

“I am disappointed by the disrespectful language that is being used by some opposed to the 

Safe Schools program,” Mr Morrissey said. 

 

“It sends a message to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex (LGBTI) young people 

that they are not valued and respected members of our community,” he said. 

 

“That is a message that could encourage the very bullying that the program seeks to 

address.” 

 

He said young people are very aware of the intemperate and potentially damaging language, 

which has been widely reported.  

 

“I understand that people will not change their fundamental views and people have a right 

to hold a variety of views.  However I call on them to show compassion and respect in their 

public opinions, and to consider the impact of their words on young people,” he said. 

 

A Tasmanian 14-year-old girl, who identified as a member of the LGBTI group, said that the 

debate was “particularly awful” and was an open discussion in her school. 

 

“It’s particularly awful because they are important people, they’re people you look up to,” 

she said. 

 

“They need more awareness of what they’re talking about. Even if they don’t agree in 

general they need to be more respectful.” 

 

“They’re not validating people’s feelings; feelings that young people are coming to terms 

with, and they’re discrediting those feelings.” 

 

A 17-year-old Tasmanian man said he had established a diversity group at his school 

however the Safe Schools debate was affecting attendance by his fellow students. 

 

“People are not feeling safe to come along,” he said. 
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Mr Morrissey said the Safe Schools Coalition was established at the initiation of Australian 

teachers who had first-hand experience of far too many students being bullied because of 

their sexuality or their parent’s sexuality. 

 

He said bullying of children and young people can have very serious outcomes including that 

they leave school early and develop mental health problems including self-harm and suicide. 

 

It is disturbing to note that rates of bullying between students in Australia are amongst the 

highest in the world,1 and schools are the most common place that young people experience 

abuse related to their sexuality.  A recent survey of 3,134 same-sex attracted and gender-

questioning (SSAGQ) young people revealed that 80% have experienced abuse at school.2  

This high rate is unacceptable. 

 

 

For 24/7 crisis support, call Beyondblue 1300 224 636; Lifeline 131114 or Kids Helpline 

1800551800 
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