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MEDIA RELEASE      2/3/2016 

 

EVERY CHILD HAS A RIGHT TO BE SAFE AT SCHOOL  
 

 

With the announcement of the Federal Government’s review into the Safe Schools program 

it is important not to lose sight of the reasons this program was established in the first 

place, the Commissioner for Children, Mark Morrissey said. 

 

The Safe Schools program was established because far too many students were being 

bullied and experiencing discrimination due to their sexuality.  

 

“I fully support the comments of the Federal Education Minister Simon Birmingham, when 

he states that the objectives of the program are sound,” Mr Morrissey said. 

  

“The Safe Schools Coalition is a program that addresses bullying of these children and 

young people. Far too many young people are being bullied and marginalised.” 

 

“Many to such an extent, that they leave school early and develop mental health problems 

including self-harm and suicide.” 

 

Mr Morrissey said this program has been successful because it focuses on what is most 

important; the right of all children to feel safe, accepted and valued, and free to be 

themselves at school. This is their right. Young people who are same-sex attracted are at 

much greater risk of being bullied on the basis of their sexuality. Also children and young 

people are often bullied because of their parent’s sexuality.   

 

“Bullying damages not just the lives of young people and their educational opportunities, but 

the morale and cohesion of the entire school community,” Mr Morrissey said. 

 

“The best way to dispel fear, misinformation and stigma is through increased education, 

which can be achieved through supporting and encouraging the work of the Safe Schools 

Coalition program.” 

 

Mr Morrissey said it is disturbing to note that rates of bullying between students in Australia 

are amongst the highest in the world,1 and schools are the most common place that young 

people experience abuse related to their sexuality.  A recent survey of 3,134 same-sex 

attracted and gender-questioning (SSAGQ) young people revealed that 80% have 

experienced abuse at school.2  This high rate is unacceptable. 

 

The Safe Schools Coalition has provided nearly 500 schools across Australia with free 

resources and support to assist staff and students with skills, practical ideas and 

confidence to make positive changes in the school environment.  
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“This program was initiated at the request of Australian teachers and principals who wanted 

and needed more support on this issue,” he said. 

 

“I have always supported the program, and will continue to advocate for its continuation.” 

 

Mr Morrissey said despite its success nationally, it is unfortunate that this program has been 

so heavily criticised as one which promotes and endorses same-sex attraction amongst 

children.  The fact is that some young people are same-sex attracted, and are bullied 

because of it.  Who they are is often misunderstood or not respected by their peers, their 

families, or other significant adults in their lives.   

 

“We have a responsibility to these children to ensure they feel safe, are accepted and 

valued, and are free to be themselves at school,” he said.   

 

“I am concerned at the damage that may be may be incurred on these young people, by the 

less than measured language being used by critics of the program.” 

 

“As the Commissioner for Children I am an advocate for all Tasmanian children and young 

people. And this includes this particular group of young people.”  

 

“These students should be accorded all of the rights to which they are entitled; including the 

right to education on the basis of equal opportunity, and respect without discrimination of 

any kind.” 
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