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 Acknowledge Her Excellency, Professor the Honourable 

Kate Warner AM, the Governor of Tasmania 

 Other acknowledgements. 

Focus of my short speech today is the child in the context of 

Family Violence 

As Commissioner for Children, one of my key functions is to 

increase awareness of matters relating to the wellbeing of 

Tasmanian children and young people.  

Every child has the right to live in a safe, caring and nurturing 

environment; free from all forms of violence and abuse.  

It is a tragic fact, however, that even in a country as 

advantaged as Australia, many children are not safe or free 

from violence in their own homes.  

Children’s exposure to, and experience of, family and 

domestic violence is clearly a child rights issue. 

The child’s experience of family violence is too often 

overlooked and invisible. 
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Effects of FV 

We know that growing up with violence in the home can have 

devastating and lasting effects on children with 

consequences for their health and wellbeing, their 

performance at school, their future relationships and their 

capacity to be fully participating members of our community.  

Data collection deficiencies however mean that we are not 

yet in a position to fully understand the extent of the impact 

of domestic and family violence on children.  

Without adequate data this issue will remain objectively 

invisible. But firstly we must ensure what still is largely 

invisible about children and family violence is made visible.   

Children’s needs in this context have always existed but 

children are often unseen or without a voice.  

We are only now beginning to understand how children 

affected by family violence cope, how they are affected, what 

contributes to their resilience and what they need.  

For children, as for women, living with family violence is not 

just about experiencing separate incidents of violence - it is 

also about growing up in an atmosphere of fear and tension. 

Understandably this can impact enormously on children’s 

development and wellbeing.  
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Findings of recent research undertaken by PhD candidate 

Narelle Whatley at the University of Tasmania suggest that - 

contrary to the idea that children are passive witnesses of 

family violence – children are in fact active in a wide range of 

ways in responding to violence in the home. 

We have done a lot so far for adult women.  It is now time to 

do a much better job for our kids who are affected.   

Gendered nature of FV 

It is important to acknowledge that it is women and children 

who are disproportionately affected by violence in the home 

– and that it is the perceived and learned attitudes of 

masculinity and gender inequality which underlie this violent 

behaviour.  

Children learn by what they see their parents doing. We must 

take decisive action to eliminate attitudes and beliefs which 

have been used to justify the use of violence by some men in 

intimate relationships. 

What we do know is that the greatest positive impact on this 

pervasive problem will come from prevention and early 

intervention. This must include true and genuine gender 

equality, and an understanding by all that violence and abuse 

in its many forms is never a solution. 

We are all responsible for ensuring that addressing violence 

against women and children continues to be a top priority for 
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our community and is treated as such by us all in our 

personal and professional lives. 

 

In Conclusion 

The work undertaken by the Family Violence Men’s Education 

Project makes a very important contribution to the discussion 

about how we can increase men’s awareness of the effects 

of family violence on their children and ameliorate the harm it 

can cause. We must engage men.  This problem will not be 

solved if 50% of the world’s population is on the sidelines. 

We won’t solve this problem easily or in a year or two.  There 

is no one easy solution. The roots of gender inequality are as 

yet not fully understood. 

I hold the belief that that violence is learned. And what is 

learned can be unlearned.  And that makes it eventually 

preventable.  Gender inequality is also learned.   

Violence does not have to be part of the human condition.   

We can create a future without fear and violence for our 

children and young people.  

After all - it is their Right. 

 

Thank you. 
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