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MEDIA RELEASE      10/6/2016 

 

Australia is failing its children: report shows  
 

25 years after Australia ratified the UN Convention on the rights of the child, Australia is no 

longer the lucky country for many children, the Commissioner for Children, Mark Morrissey said. 

Mr Morrissey was commenting on the report CRC25 – Australian Child Rights Progress Report, 

which was hosted today by the National Childrens Commissioner, Megan Mitchell on behalf of 

the Australian Child Rights Taskforce and its chairman, former Family Court Chief Justice, 

Alistair Nicholson. 

Mr Morrissey said his daily focus in his role as Commissioner for Children was to advocate for, 

and raise awareness of, the rights, interests and wellbeing of children and young people in 

Tasmania.  

“This Convention has positively helped change our Tasmanian policies and practices and also 

ensured children and young people are given more focussed care and assistance.”   

“However despite these advances, there is much more to be done across the nation,” Mr 

Morrissey said. 

“Research shows that poverty is growing and the gap between children at the bottom and those 

in the middle is widening.”  

“Sadly Australia is no longer the lucky country for many children.” 

Mr Morrissey said in 1990 Australia agreed to a set of non-negotiable obligations, (the UN 

Convention on the rights of the Child) which includes the child’s right to quality early learning 

and education, organisations actively seeking the views of young people, the right to be safe 

and free from family and domestic violence, and improved practices within juvenile detention 

centres. 

“Income gaps are widening every years and it’s now time to take an honest look at how we can 

better prioritise children’s rights.” 

“This is a national issue of equality. More equal societies improve a child’s chances at life.” 

Mr Morrissey said ignoring child rights has led to the issues currently being dealt with through 

the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

“Children were not accorded a whole range of their rights including their right to be heard, their 

right to safety, and their right to be treated fairly and with respect,” he said.   
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“We all need to work together to ensure our children and young people are treated equitably, 

with fairness and respect, and that they are given the best possible start in life.”  

“I welcome this report and will continue to work to ensure that these issues are addressed for 

our children’s future.” 

Catherine Clemens 

Manager Communications and Participation 

Commissioner for Children (Tas) 

E:  catherine.clemens@childcomm.tas.gov.au 

Phone: (03) 6233 4920 

Mobile: 0427 008 268  

Web: www.childcomm.tas.gov.au 
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