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Commissioner releases data report on the 
health and wellbeing of Tasmania’s children 

 
28 March 2017 

 

The Commissioner for Children and Young People Mark Morrissey today released his report on factors 

relevant to the health and wellbeing of children and young people in Tasmania: Health and Wellbeing of 

Tasmania’s Children, Young People and their Families.  

“This Report brings together into one publication a range of publicly available data on areas relevant to 

children’s health and wellbeing, which can be drawn upon by government, service providers, and others 

with an interest in the health and wellbeing of Tasmania’s children and young people,”  said Mr 

Morrissey. 

 “A major focus of my role as Commissioner for Children and Young People is to promote, monitor and 

review the wellbeing of Tasmanian children and young people.  

“Easily available and up to date information is fundamental to understanding and responding 

appropriately to issues that affect children and young people here in Tasmania.  Access to quality health 

and wellbeing data is important; we need to know how to define and measure young Tasmanians’ 

wellbeing, and how to identify those children and young people who most need support and services,” 

Mr Morrissey said. 

Today’s release focuses on the demographics of Tasmania’s children and young people, and on some 

of the key indicators related to early childhood and the transition to school, as well as middle childhood 

and adolescence. The final Part of the Report, which will be released later this year, will focus on 

parents, families and communities. 

 

While this Report highlights that the majority of Tasmania’s children and young people are doing well, it 

also draws attention to those areas in need of improvement, particularly where children and young 

people are struggling and may need additional support. 

 

“Many of Tasmania’s children get a good start to life, with Tasmania having a higher percentage of 

children who have ever been breastfed than nationally,  comparable levels of childhood immunisations to 

national averages, high rates of attendance at antenatal visits before 14 weeks and at Child Health 

Assessments following birth.  Risk factors such as women smoking and drinking alcohol during 

pregnancy have also declined since 2012. 

 

“However my Report identifies a number of areas of concern for the health of children and young people 

in Tasmania compared to national averages including worse dental health, higher levels of drug and 

alcohol use and smoking amongst teenagers, a higher teenage birth rate, and a higher rate of youth 

suicide.  We need a stronger focus on addressing these issues.” Mr Morrissey said. 
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“Regarding education, children and young people in Tasmania are meeting the national minimum 

standards at a similar level to their national counterparts and are well prepared for entering school, 

however only 51 per cent of young people are attaining a Year 12 certificate compared to 75 per cent 

nationally.” 

 

Mr Morrissey has welcomed efforts by the Tasmanian Government to address educational issues.  

 

A full copy of the report is available from childcomm.tas.gov.au. 

 

 

Mark Morrissey  

Commissioner for Children and Young People (Tas)  

Media enquires: Mobile: 0427 008 268  

 

Key Findings 
 

Early Childhood and the Transition to School 

 Overall socioeconomic disadvantage is higher in Tasmania than nationally, with 48% of mothers 

in Tasmania from the lowest socioeconomic deciles, compared to 21% nationally. 

 Breastfeeding rates at birth in Tasmania are 90% (which is comparable to the national rate) 

however breastfeeding rates at maternal discharge from hospital have been declining since 2009. 

 Smoking during pregnancy has declined in Tasmania since 2010. 

 Alcohol consumption during pregnancy has declined in Tasmania since 2010. 

 Over 90% of children between the ages of 12 months and 5 years are fully immunised in 

Tasmania.  

 Tasmanian children have higher numbers of decayed, missing or filled teeth than the national 

mean. 

 Tasmanian mothers are more likely to have their first antenatal visit before 14 weeks than any 

other state or territory. 

 Three-quarters of children in Government schools are achieving all development markers in 

Kindergarten. 

Middle Childhood and Adolescence 

 Approximately 30 per cent of Tasmanian children aged between 12 and 15 are overweight, and 

nearly 10 per cent are obese. 

 Estimate type 1 diabetes rates are higher for children aged between 0 and 14 than nationally. 

 Deaths of children and young people due to intentional self-harm are higher in Tasmania than 

nationally. 

 Tasmania’s teenage pregnancy rate was 19.4 per 1,000 women aged 19 and under, which is 

substantially higher than the national average. 

 NAPLAN results have shown that Tasmanian students are at a comparable standard for reading 

and writing to their national counterparts. 

 Just under five per cent of students were suspended from Government schools in 2015. 

 Around 60 per cent of school leavers are fully participating in education, training and/or 

employment. 



 
 
 
 

 L1 – 119 Macquarie St GPO Box 708 childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au 
 Hobart TAS  Hobart TAS +61 (0)3 6166 1366 
Page 3 of 3 Australia 7000  Australia 7001 www.childcomm.tas.gov.au   

 The proportion of students attaining a Year 12 certificate in Tasmanian is the 

second lowest of all of the states and territories. 

 The number of youth offenders and young people in detention is declining in Tasmania. 

 

 

 

 
 


