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Thank you for your letter of I 3 July 2016 regarding the proposed changes to the school starting
age in Tasmania, which I note is easily accessible on yourwebsite, confirming your continuing
support of our proposal through the new Education Bill to offer optional access to Kindergarten
and Prep children six months eariien

While the proposal to provide earlier access to Prep has created major debate across the state,
I believe that we are at a point in time where it is vital to make this change based on the strong
and clear evidence available, to develop the equity in early learning that you cleariy outline is so
mportant. While I acknowledge that this is a significant decision for Tasmania, I also firmly
believe it is imperative that we invest more in our early years learning to ensure that we are
able to achieve educational, social and economic outcomes comparable with other Australian
states and, also, other countries.

We acknowledge your strong emphasis that eariy childhood education programs must be play-
based and of a high quality to have a significant impact on child development. The Department
of Education is currently planning to ensure that the play-based learning of the Early Yearc
Learning Framework, which is the basis of Kindergarten learning experiences, will complement
and overiay the Australian Curriculum from Prep to Grade 2, As you state in your letter, this
will enable a better transition to formal schooling which begins in Grade I,

We have a long lead in time to ensure that good resourcing is provided and good planning
takes place to enable the Department of Education to get this right. Over this time we will be
undertaking a range of changes including:

Committing funding of $ 17 million a year to ensure there are sufficient supports in
place, including for students with disabilities and funding support staff (extra social
workers and speech pathologists).



. In recognition of the crucial nature o-f play-based education for Prep classes, from 2020
when the change comes into effect we will bring more Teacher Assistants into the Prep
year.

. Ensuring that there is a significant professional learning program in place for staff
working in both Kindergarten and Prep to upgrade their skills and certification around
the Early Years Learning Framework. The National Quality Standards will be our guide.

. An audit of infrastructure needs in schools to ensure that DOE facilities are suitable for
younger children's needs.

This is a once in a generational change forTasmanian education and a truly exciting opportunity
for us to reframe the early years for the benefit of all our children. The changes mooted are an
opportunity for us to address some of the Nitchell Institute priority recommendations oatlined
in their report, (Quality Education For M (01/2016):

. Ensure all children have access to high quality early education in the year before school.

. Ensure that 'quality' means that every child experiences a positive, play-based learning
environment in the eariy years.

. Meet or exceed the National Quality Standard (by 2020).

Once again, thank you for your committed support for our proposed changes. We have been
ver/ encouraged by the strong backing of a number of high profile Tasmanian leaders in the
very public debate around this particular element of the Education Bill. This is not just about
lowering the starting age. It's about creating a new approach to education, building upon what
we already have to address the gap in learning and wellbeing between the most and least
advantaged children in our society
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