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Education Bill 

21 September 2016 

 

 

“In my conversations with young people over the last two years, one of their top 

areas of interest and concern is education.  This is one of the reasons I support the 

proposed reforms to early learning and high school leaving age”, the Commissioner 

for Children and Young People, Mark Morrissey said today. 

 

Young people value education and many feel they are not being provided with the 

educational opportunities they need to successfully achieve their aspirations. We live 

in a rapidly changing world.  Young people will need tertiary qualifications or an in-

demand trade or qualification to meet employment opportunities. 

 

The research is unequivocal.  High quality early learning provides the basis upon 

which children can successfully transition to school. It also helps prepare them for a 

successful life.   

 

Education begins at birth and the important role of parents remains paramount. 

Quality parenting supported by quality early learning is the right of every child.  

 

In my advice to Government I strongly advocated for the adoption and 

implementation of the National Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 

Standards. The Government has committed to this. 

 

Mr Morrissey said, “It has been disappointing to read and hear during this debate, 

that some people equate early learning to formal schooling.  It is not.”       

 

Quality learning, based on the national ECEC standards is not formal schooling.  It is 

play-based learning delivered by qualified early learning educators. Early learning 

develops a child’s social and emotional aspects and prepares them for formal 

learning. 
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As I have previously urged, we have an opportunity to start a process to 

transform the education system here in Tasmania.  Our future depends on it.  More 

importantly – the future of our children depend on it.  

 

Whilst no one strategy will be the answer, a stronger focus on early childhood is a 

very good place to start.  

 

As the Nobel prize winning economist James Heckman argues – the investments we 

make today in early childhood, particularly for those children who experience 

disadvantage, will promote social mobility, create opportunity and foster a vibrant, 

healthy and inclusive society and economy. 

 

If  children from an early age, are offered access to higher quality learning and 

development opportunities, there will be a transformation in educational outcomes 

that will not only benefit the whole state but will see a whole new generation of 

Tasmanian young people live happier, healthier and more productive lives. 

 

The Commissioner’s submission in response to the consultation draft of the 

Education Bill 2016, and his advice to the Minister for Education in relation to the 

proposed changes to the school starting age are available on his website 

(http://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/)  

 
 

Mark Morrissey 
Commissioner for Children and Young People 

Media contact: 0427 008 268 
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