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Opinion Piece 
The importance of reading and creative writing in 2016 

 

The quality of the entries in this year’s Commissioner for Children and Young 

People’s Young Creative Writers Awards have exceeded all expectations.  

 

These Awards are now in their second year and I am confident that they will continue 

to grow and evolve over the coming years, showcasing the views and wisdom of our 

fabulous young Tasmanians who have chosen to share their innermost thoughts 

through their creative stories and poems.  

  

Never before has reflective reading and writing been more important. Our children 

and young people are increasingly facing a world in which vast amounts of 

information flood their computer screens. Far too much of this information does not 

contribute to making the world a better place.  The ability to craft thoughtful, well 

informed opinions and commentary is increasingly important in today’s rapidly 

changing world especially in the face of growing fears of other cultures and beliefs.    

 

To reference the words of Richard Flanagan in his recent Boisbouvier Lecture –“All 

around us we see words debased, misused and become the vehicles for grand lies. 

Words are mostly used to keep us asleep, not to wake us.”     

 

The ability to be able to take a step off this avalanche of cyberinfo and sometimes 

baseless opinion, to quietly reflect and then express a thoughtful, well informed 

opinion or creative response, is only fully realised when we take time to critically 

reflect on and genuinely empathise with others.   This empathy and compassion for 

others shines through in the many short stories and poems I received for this year’s 

Awards. 

 

Judging by the conversations I have had with the many young Tasmanians I have 

met during the last two years, our future is in good hands. These young people are 

often optimistic, aspiring, and at times startlingly honest.   It is in all of our interests to 

ensure they reach adulthood as well supported and nurtured citizens.  A civil society 

requires literate, thoughtful and imaginative people who can positively influence their 

world through words and language.  These Awards hope to contribute in a small way 

to nurturing the creativity, literacy and writing skills of our children and young people.    
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The value of education cannot be understated. We must prepare our students to go 

beyond what they have learned and to think critically and creatively using the 

knowledge they have acquired. Creativity is one of the most important skills needed 

in the twenty-first century.  This is particularly important on this beautiful island state.  

Challenges exist here, but alongside these challenges there are also great 

opportunities and untapped potential.  Education and literacy have an important part 

to play in making our world a better place. 

 

Creativity also plays a significant role in how we use language; in fact language has 

been argued to be the best example of everyday creativity.  It is the creativity of 

language that demonstrates that it is not entirely acquired through experience and 

learning.  It must also be valued and nourished.  The Young Creative Writers Awards 

strive to value and nourish the use of language, creative thought and the importance 

of literacy. 

 

It’s very normal for us all to desire to connect, reflect, and understand one another, 

and it is particularly important for our children and young people to be able use their 

reflections to improve the state of things, both personal and public.  If we want our 

students and young people to have the kind of impact that makes the world a better 

place, we have to teach them to express themselves with creativity, precision and 

passion.   This creative expression comes through clearly in the entries received from 

Tasmanian children for these Awards. 

 

These creative and articulate young people will be needed to guide us through a very 

uncertain future as the world comes to terms with unprecedented challenges and 

change.   After reading the many entries received this year from our children and 

young people I have great cause for optimism.   It’s now up to all of us to ensure 

every young Tasmanian is offered every opportunity to realise their full potential – 

whatever it may be.  

 

The annual Commissioner for Children and Young People’s Young Creative Writers Awards 

will be announced at a presentation ceremony hosted by Her Excellency Professor the 

Honourable Kate Warner AM and Mr Warner at Government House on Wednesday, 2 

November 2016 at 3.00pm.  
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