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EMBARGOED UNTIL 1.15PM ON TUESDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
UNIQUE EXPERIENCES OF FAMILY VIOLENCE 

 
19 September 2016 

 
EVENT:  Launch of the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s report - 

Children and Young People’s Unique Experiences of Family Violence 
 
DATE:           Tuesday, 20 September 2016 
 
TIME:              1.15pm – 2.15pm  
 
PLACE:          Waterside Pavilion, Mawson’s Place, Hobart 
 
 

The Tasmanian Commissioner for Children and Young People’s report Children and 

Young People’s Unique Experiences of Family Violence will be launched by Tasmania’s 

Premier Will Hodgman in Hobart tomorrow.  

 

2015 Australian of the Year and family violence campaigner, Rosie Batty will give the 

keynote address, with a group of young women from Project O in Wynyard also 

participating in the launch. 

 

The Report includes the voices of Tasmanian children and young people, and those of 

adult survivors of childhood experiences of family violence.  

  

“My Report outlines a number of important Findings which are intended to strengthen our 

understanding of children and young people’s needs and the responses we as a 

Tasmanian community can put in place to protect and support them”, said Commissioner 

for Children and Young People, Mark Morrissey.   

 

“It is becoming increasingly clear that children and young people have their own unique 

experiences of family violence, and that they are victims in their own right”, Mr Morrissey 

emphasised. 

 

“My Report emphasises that children and young people can be affected by family violence 

in ways which are often independent of their non-violent parent, and that their needs can 

be quite different to those of adults”, Mr Morrissey said.  

 

While family violence can affect a person of any gender, the Report acknowledges that 

the overwhelming majority of family violence incidents are perpetrated by men against 

women. These women are often mothers and the impact of this violence on their children 

can be significant.  
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“For children, the experience of living in a situation where their needs for love and 

security are secondary to the unpredictable, controlling behaviour of a violent parent can 

be a form of complex trauma. Children and young people don’t have to directly witness 

family violence to be affected by it”, the Commissioner said. 

 

While children’s experiences of family violence are greatly dependent on their own 

individual circumstances and personal traits, it can have significant harmful effects on their 

development and physical and mental wellbeing.   

 

As victims in their own right, children and young people should be supported to recognise 

and disclose violence and to seek assistance. Responses must prioritise their safety and 

long-term wellbeing. 

 

An important Finding of this Report – and one which carries with it a very clear message 

of hope - is that many children and young people who experience family violence show 

great resilience; it should not be assumed that their potential to succeed in life is lessened 

compared with those who have not experienced family violence.  But for some children, 

the effects can be profound, thus the need to respond better to the needs of all children 

and young people. 

 

Other key Findings include that:  

 

 Services and supports for children and young people need to be tailored to their 

level of understanding, age, stage of development and individual circumstances  

 

 There is value in ascertaining and taking into account the views and experiences 

of children and young people – in research, and in the design and delivery of 

services, but always ensuring this is done in a way that does them no harm 

 

 An integrated service response to children and young people affected by family 

violence is essential - organisations and agencies need to work together with a 

common philosophy and understanding of the associated risks and needs for 

children and young people 

 

 The continuation of a child’s secure attachment to their non-violent parent (usually 

their mother) has been identified as a protective factor for children exposed to 

family violence. 

 

The full report will be available at the Commissioner’s website www.childcomm.tas.gov.au  

following the launch. 

 
Mark Morrissey 

Commissioner for Children and Young People 
Media contact: 0427 008 268 

 

Information and support about family violence is available by calling 1800RESPECT (1800 737 732) or Safe 

Choices (1800 806 189). Children and young people may contact the Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800. In an 

emergency, call 000. 

http://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/

