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Family Violence and Children and Young People in Tasmania 

29 November 2016 

 
The Commissioner for Children and Young People Mark Morrissey today welcomed the Tasmanian 
Government’s response to his September 2016 report Children and Young People’s Unique Experiences 
of Family Violence.  
 
“As I found in my Report, children’s experiences of family violence are often very different from those of 
adults. Service responses must be tailored to children’s individual needs and their safety and wellbeing 
should be at the centre of any service response,” said Mr Morrissey.  
 
“While many children show great resilience, family violence can have a very profound impact on them. 
Children don’t need to see or hear family violence to be affected. For children, the experience of living in 
a situation where their needs for love and security are secondary to the unpredictable, controlling 
behaviour of a violent parent can be a form of complex trauma,” said Mr Morrissey. 
 
The Commissioner welcomes the Tasmanian Government’s announcement that it will develop a Family 
Violence Practice Guide for those who work directly and indirectly with families affected by family 
violence. Significant numbers of Tasmanian children and young people are affected by family violence 
and having a shared understanding of family violence and how it can affect children is important to 
appropriately responding to their safety and wellbeing needs.  
 
“Practice Guides can help those working across the service system – whether in schools, health, justice, 
housing services - to have a more coordinated and consistent approach to assessing and responding to 
children’s needs, and to keeping them safe. They can also provide practical guidance on appropriate 
information sharing and referral pathways to specialist services, both of which are hallmarks of an 
integrated response,” said Mr Morrissey. 
  
“I am also pleased by the Government’s commitment to strengthen its consultation processes with 
children. My report found that children want to be listened to, taken seriously and to be involved in 
finding solutions and decision making,” Mr Morrissey said. 
 
“It is clear that children experience family violence in their own unique way, that is why it is critical that 
children’s views are heard and reflected in the programs and services designed to support them.” 
 
“It’s impossible to fully understand children’s needs without giving them the opportunity to have a say on 
matters that affect them, in a way that does them no harm.” said Mr Morrissey. 
 
 
Mark Morrissey 
Commissioner for Children and Young People 
Media Contact: 0427 008 268 
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