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Annual Report 2015-2016 

17 November 2016 

 
The Commissioner for Children’s Annual Report for 2015-2016 was tabled in Parliament today and is 
now available on the Commissioner’s website.  
 
This is the final annual report of the statutory office of the Commissioner for Children as legislation 
establishing the Commissioner for Children and Young People commenced on 1 July 2016.  
 
The Commissioner for Children and Young People Mark Morrissey said that one of the most important 
aspects of his role is to meet and speak with children and young people around Tasmania about their 
experiences, views and aspirations.     
 
“One of the key messages I hear from children and young people is that they want adults to listen to 
them more and to take what they say seriously. Children are experts in their own lives and involving 
them in decision making leads to far better outcomes,” said Mr Morrissey.  
 
Mr Morrissey said that the ongoing work of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse has highlighted just how important it is to listen to children, and to identify and actively 
manage risks that may affect their safety and wellbeing.  
 
“All children and young people have the right to be safe, and to be free from harm no matter where they 
are. My report on child safe organisations found that working with children checks are just one aspect of 
providing a safe environment for children. A strong child safe culture, robust recruitment, clear policies 
and procedures are all integral, as is involving children in strategies to keep them safe. Ongoing 
awareness raising and capacity building for organisations is important  
 
“In 2015-16 I have advocated for improved outcomes for children and young people in the youth justice 
system. Rehabilitation and early intervention is so important and I am pleased the Government has 
committed funding for an education officer to attend the youth justice courts in the north of the state. I 
have also called for the introduction of a therapeutic approach to youth detention. Providing the 
maximum opportunity for rehabilitation must be a priority for these young people.  
 
"The needs and wellbeing of children in the child protection system continue to be strong priority. These 
young people are among our most vulnerable. It is my view that there must be robust, independent and 
ongoing monitoring of the child safety system. I have also advocated for the introduction of an 
independent advocacy service for children and young people in the out of home care system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 L1 – 119 Macquarie St GPO Box 708 childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au 
 Hobart TAS  Hobart TAS +61 (0)3 6166 1366 
Page 2 of 2 Australia 7000  Australia 7001 www.childcomm.tas.gov.au   

 
Other key priorities for the Commissioner in 2015-2016 included: 
 

Ø Contributing to the redesign of Tasmania’s child protection system  
Ø Examining the impact of family violence on Tasmanian children and young people and exploring 

how we can better promote their safety and wellbeing 
Ø Raising awareness of the critical importance of the early years in helping to shape the future of 

our young people 
Ø Initiating the development of a report on the health and well-being of Tasmania’s children, young 

people and their families, which includes key data and indicators. 
Ø Fostering children and young people’s creative expression and participation, and promoting 

awareness and respect for child rights, through the annual Young Creative Writers Awards. 
 
 
Mark Morrissey 
Commissioner for Children and Young People 
Media Contact: 0427 008 268 
 

 


