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Welcome everyone to this important Symposium on Child Wellbeing.  
 
I wish to start by acknowledging and paying respect to the Tasmanian Aboriginal 
community as the traditional owners and continuing custodians of the land on which 
we meet today. I pay my respect to them, and to Elders both past and present.   
 
I particularly welcome today’s speakers: 
 

• Emeritus Professor Dorothy Scott AM 
• Adjunct Professor Maria Harries AM 
• Ilkin Il, Director of Clinical Services, MacKillop Family Services 
• Stephen Bartos, CEO, Australian Research Alliance for Children and Young 

People 
• Penny Dakin, Deputy CEO, Australian Research Alliance for Children and 

Young People 
• Kym Goodes – CEO, Tasmanian Council of Social Services 

 
I would also like to acknowledge Mat, Jeremy and Ben for their leadership in 
organising today’s symposium.  
 
It is my great pleasure to provide this opening address. I intend to speak quite briefly 
and then hand over to Jono and Nicola from the Create Foundation. 
 
I will commence with a quote from David Tobis’ inspirational book From Pariahs to 
Partners1.  
 

“Unless they (children) are in extreme danger, children do better with their 
families than they do in care”.    

 
Tobis goes on to argue that the child welfare system is geared towards social control 
and its own processes, rather than the rights and needs of children.   
 
My role as Commissioner for Children and Young People is guided by the provisions 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
 
The Convention provides a framework of rights which are essential to the promotion 
and protection of children and young people’s interests & of their wellbeing. Children 
and young people hold rights. 
 
Under the legislation that governs my role, wellbeing is defined to include children 
and young people’s care, development, education; and their physical, emotional and 
psychological health and safety.  

                                                 
1
 David Tobis, From Pariahs to Partners: How Parents and Their Allies Changed New York City’s Child 

Welfare System. New York: Oxford University Press, 2013. 
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A ‘key principle’ of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is that children have a 
right to have a say in decisions and matters that affect them and for their views to be 
taken into account. 
 
This “right to be heard” or “right to participate” is fundamental to the fulfilment of all 
other child rights. 
 
I hear far too many stories from children and young people across Tasmania – 
especially those in the child protection system and in out of home care - that their 
views are rarely sought, that they are not listened to, or that their views are not taken 
seriously.  
 
It is extremely difficult to determine what is in the best interests of a child without 
involving them - to the extent that they wish to be involved - in decisions that affect 
them.  
 
Even very young children are able to express their views on matters that affect them. 
 
The work of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse emphasises the fundamental importance of ensuring that processes are in 
place for children to participate should they wish, and for them to feel safe about 
raising concerns or worries about issues affecting their safety and general wellbeing.  
 
All agencies – must more fully embrace children’s participation into decisions that 
affect their lives. Taking children’s views into account leads to more relevant & 
sustainable decisions.   
 
I am really pleased to have two young consultants from the CREATE Foundation to 
speak today:  
 
Jono 
Jono has been a CREATE Young Consultant for about 5 years. In this time he has 
been extremely passionate about promoting the voices of children and young people 
in the care system in order to contribute to positive change. Jono has spoken on 
behalf of CREATE young people on many occasions in the past at both state and 
national events. Jono hopes to continue his work with CREATE as a volunteer, and 
to build a career in youth work and child protection. 
  
Nicola 
Nicola has been involved with CREATE for 3 years and is an active CREATE young 
consultant. Nicola regularly attends CREATE Youth Advisory Groups and is very 
active in ensuring young people’s voices are heard by key decision makers. Nicola is 
a fabulous mentor for other children and young people at CREATE and a highly 
valued member of the CREATE team. 
  
[Jono and Nicola speak] 
 
In closing, the reform of our child safety system must continue to look broadly and 
openly in order to inform our wisdom and knowledge. 
 
We must seek ongoing input and guidance from the experts in child safety, child 
protection, health and well-being, and in early intervention, (such as our keynote 
speakers here today). The dialogue must continue beyond today’s symposium and 
beyond the shores of our beautiful island. 
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Early intervention and prevention are key. Issues are often so much harder to 
address once the damage has been done.   Early intervention and prevention is a 
good news story. Put simply - it works.  This is a great strength of the public health 
model. It is also sustainable. 
 
Looking back over my long career, I have witnessed many attempts to reform this 
space across the country.  Many reforms and plans have faltered and stalled.  
 
Professor Harries has provided us with a Report that has all the ingredients for 
success. 
  
This must be the reform that delivers - that charts the course – and which continues 
beyond political cycles and crises.  We need to be prepared so that when a crisis 
occurs, as they most certainly will, we do not have to change course.  
 
I will respectfully leave you with four points: 
  

1. For this reform to succeed we must listen to children and young people. We 
cannot hope to adequately meet their needs without respecting their right to 
be heard and to have a say on matters that affect them; 
 

2. All agencies in alliance must continue to be engaged and involved for the long 
term. I am inspired by the many extraordinary leaders who are here today 
who I know are passionately committed to improving children’s lives. 
 

3. This reform can be achieved.  It’s a long term process and one that should 
never be considered fully complete, as together we aspire to make to a 
difference in the lives of our children. It is not a project.  It will require a 
fundamental change in how we all work together. 
  

4. Tasmania has an abundance of inspirational leaders who are committed to 
improving the lives of our children and young people.  If any state can achieve 
this reform – it is here in Tasmania.   
 

 
Thank you. 


