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Children & Young People Consultative Council 2018 

Information Sheet 
 

About the Commissioner for Children and Young People 

The Commissioner is an independent person who speaks up for all Tasmanian children and 

young people under 18 years to help make our State a better place for them.  
 

David Clements was appointed Tasmania’s Interim Commissioner for Children and Young 

People in September 2017.  
 

About the Children & Young People Consultative Council  

An important part of the Commissioner’s job is to make sure that adult decision-makers take 

children and young people’s needs and views into account when making their decisions. The 

Consultative Council helps the Commissioner to do this job by advising on what is important 

to children and young people in Tasmania.  

The Council is made up of three regional groups of up to 15 members. These groups meet 

regularly in Hobart, Launceston and Devonport and once all together in Campbell Town. 

Members are selected from different schools, backgrounds and places around Tasmania.  

Children and young people aged 9- 17 years are encouraged to apply. 

What do members of the Consultative Council do? 

Members help the Commissioner to be a strong advocate for Tasmanian children and young 

people by sharing their experiences and ideas on what is important to them.  

Meetings give members a chance to have a say about what is happening for children and 

young people in their local communities and to learn how they can influence some of the 

things that affect them.  

Members give advice and feedback to the Commissioner on a range of topics. In 2018 

members will work with the Commissioner on a number of activities including the 

development of a guide for adults on how to involve children and young people in decision 

making. 

Each meeting follows an agenda, but the structure of the meetings is mostly decided by 

each of the regional groups. Meetings are supervised, and food and drinks are provided. 

How much time is involved? 

Members are expected to attend three two hour regional meetings and one day long meeting 

in Campbell Town. Venues will be confirmed shortly after the selection of the Council. The 

meeting dates and times are set out below: 

 Devonport Launceston  Hobart  Campbell Town  

March Tues 20
th   

3.30 – 5.30pm 
Wed 21

st 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
Thurs 22

nd 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
 

June Tues 19
th 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
Wed 20

th 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
Thurs 21

st 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
 

October    Wed 10
th 

 
Full day (All) 

December Tues 4
th 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
Wed 5

th 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
Thurs 6

th 

3.30 – 5.30pm 
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Members are encouraged to contact the Commissioner between meetings if they wish to 

discuss an issue that affects children and young people in Tasmania or to give advice or 

feedback.  Members are also welcome to visit the Commissioner’s office when in Hobart. 

How do Council members get to meetings? 

Members make their own transport arrangements to attend meetings. If this poses 

difficulties, or members have particular needs to be able to participate, please contact the 

Commissioner’s office to discuss how our office may be able help. 

How long is membership for? 

Members are appointed for the calendar year. Previous members are invited to roll over their 

membership into the new calendar year provided they have not yet turned 18. Members may 

discontinue their membership at any time. Membership ceases at age 18. 

What are we looking for? 

The Interim Commissioner is looking for children and young people who are passionate 

about issues for children and young people in Tasmania and who are committed and willing 

to share their ideas and views. Council members work as part of a team so it is important 

that everyone in the group has a chance to participate and to have their say. Members 

respect each other’s opinions.   

How are Consultative Committee members acknowledged? 

Members receive a certificate and letter of acknowledgement from the Commissioner at the 

end of the year. The Commissioner may also give small gifts (e.g. pens, vouchers) to 

members as a way of thanking them for their time and contributions.  

What if there are more applications than available places on the Consultative 

Council? 

If more applications are received than there are places available on the Consultative 

Council, unsuccessful applicants will be invited to be involved in the Commissioner’s work in 

other ways (e.g. through surveys or creative activities).  

How do I apply to be part of the Consultative Council? 

You can apply by submitting a completed Expression of Interest Form and a Participation 

Consent Form by 5pm on Wednesday 28th February 2018.  

To download the forms go to www.childcomm.tas.gov.au  

For more information or to request copies of the forms, call the Commissioner’s office on 

(03) 61661366 or email us at childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au. 

Completed forms can be emailed to childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au or posted to: 

Commissioner for Children and Young People 

GPO Box 708 

HOBART TAS 7001 

http://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/
mailto:childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au
mailto:childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au

