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Education report card 
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The Commissioner for Children and Young People Mark Morrissey today warmly welcomed the 
release of the latest Tasmanian data on childcare, education and training in the Productivity 
Commission’s Report on Government Services.    
 
“Education arose as a key theme during my consultations with children and young people 
around Tasmania during 2016. They want their education to be relevant, useful and practical 
and to give them the best preparation for gaining employment. Children’s views on education 
are explored in my forthcoming report, Listening to Children and Young People in Tasmania 
2016. 
  
“Education is the key to successfully navigating a rapidly changing world. Across a lifetime, 
education has so many social and economic benefits,” Mr Morrissey said. 
 
 “The apparent retention rate for fulltime secondary students from year 10 to year 12 has shown 
significant improvement. The data suggests that extending high schools to year 12 has been a 
positive step forward,” said Mr Morrissey. 
 
“Early learning is the key to a successful pathway through to year 12 and it is very encouraging 
to see that in 2015 Tasmania had the second highest proportion of four year olds enrolled in a 
preschool program,” Mr Morrissey said. 
 
The data shows that Tasmania’s spending on education is on a par with other states. Good 
educational outcomes require investment and the Tasmanian Government is to be commended 
on its strong commitment to improving the educational outcomes for young Tasmanians.  
 
“However there is still work to be done to improve educational outcomes for kids in care in 
Tasmania. We need to do all we can to ensure that children and young people in care have the 
same opportunities as their peers in the education system; we need to listen to these young 
people to find out what extra supports they may need to remain in the education system until 
year 12 at the very least and to improve their educational outcomes overall,” Mr Morrissey. 
 
Mark Morrissey  
Commissioner for Children and Young People 
Media Contact: 0427 008 268. 


