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TASMANIAN CHILDREN HAVE THEIR SAY 
 

31 March 2017 
 
Commissioner for Children and Young People Mark Morrissey has today launched a report detailing 
the thoughts and ideas of hundreds of children and young people across Tasmania.   
 
The report Listening to Children and Young People in Tasmania 2016 combines direct quotes from 
members of the Commissioner’s Children and Young People’s Advisory Councils across the state, 
and the results of an online survey.  
 
“Children and young people are eager to be heard on things that affect them. This report lets all of us 
listen to what kids have to say, gives them an opportunity to present their views, and hopefully 
influence those around them,” Mr Morrissey said. 
 
“Kids are the ones who have the greatest insight into their own lives – they know what they like, what 
worries them and what they would do to improve the situation for themselves and other children and 
young people in their community.” 
 
“In order to make a difference in the lives of Tasmanian children and young people we need to work in 
partnership with them by listening to their views, and taking what they say seriously.” 
 
Children and young people raised issues across eight main themes: Having a Voice, Equality and 
Respect, Education and Opportunities, Environment, Safety, Sport and Recreation, Transport and 
Health. 
 
“Children and young people clearly see importance in equality for all regardless of race, gender, age, 
nationality, sexual orientation, and disability.  This theme permeated many of their responses during 
the face-to-face consultations; “equality and respect” was the most popular answer when I asked kids 
for their views on what makes a good society,” said Mr Morrissey. 
 
“Education and career opportunities were also mentioned in many of the responses I received both 
through the councils and as part of the survey.  While education is working well for many children and 
young people, they still see room for improvement. Children and young people in Tasmania want 
education that is relevant to future employment, want qualified and supportive teachers, and better 
responses to bullying and student behaviour.” 
 
“I would encourage all members of the Tasmanian community to take the time to listen to children and 
young people, and provide genuine opportunities for them to participate in public debate.  
Governments, policy makers and the community sector can learn a lot about the experiences of 
children and young people and use the information to inform their decision making.” 
 
The report is available to download at www.childcomm.tas.gov.au  
 
Mark Morrissey  
Commissioner for Children and Young People (Tas.)  
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A selection of quotes from Tasmanian young people: 
 

“We need a society where the opinions of young people are valued. We are the 
voice of the future and it is important to provide guidance, support and to 
acknowledge the efforts made. There needs to be mutual respect between people, 
regardless of their age.” 
 
“I think educating students on what gender means and what sexuality means and 
the different possibilities with those is important also and could potentially save kids 
a whole lot of grief with figuring that stuff out. Equally teaching acceptance and 
appreciation for diversity in race, religion, gender, sexuality is important and is what 
could improve our country moving forwards.” 
 
 “A warm and welcoming society is needed for young people and to be able to speak 
openly about their opinions. Adults should pay more attention to treating each other 
better, as it can reflect onto their children.” 
  
“We need to create an environment in which people can get a great education in 
Tasmania and also continue to use that and people to be attracted towards 
Tasmania as an innovative and intelligent place.” 
 
“More employment opportunities for adolescents, as politicians always say they are 
going to fix it and nothing happens.  I would like to see change in this soon as it is 
becoming really damaging for the state's economy.” 
 
“I am learning from a curriculum that teaches me how to find the circumference of a 
circle which is all well and good, until I grow older and am thrust into adult-hood 
where I suddenly have to pay taxes and do all these other things I can't even begin 
to know how to do.”  
 
“We need to respect the planet that we live on. It won’t last forever and unless we 
come up with some solutions we’re going to run out of resources.” 
 

 

mailto:childcomm@childcomm.tas.gov.au
http://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/commissionerforchildrentas/
https://twitter.com/Child_Comm_Tas

