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Children in out-of-home care in Tasmania 
9 March 2017 

 
We must never lose sight of the reality that children in out-of-home care are living, breathing 
young people whose wellbeing should be the paramount consideration in all actions affecting 
them. They should always be treated with dignity and respect; this includes respecting their right 
to privacy. 

 
The recommendations I made in my January 2017 report on out-of-home care in Tasmania 
reflect three key themes. These themes are: the need to ensure that children are listened to, the 
need for children to have an independent umpire separate from the Department, and the need 
for increased accountability and standards.  
 
Without these external accountability mechanisms, the risk that children do not receive an 
appropriate standard of care increases.  
  
The delivery of out-of-home care in Tasmania should be held to account against an agreed set 
of Standards with performance against those standards publicly reported on.  
  
In my report, I called for an independent children’s visiting program. By routinely visiting and 
speaking with children in care, independent visitors can check on how they are going, make 
sure the place they are living is safe and that their needs are being met. This means that any 
issues can be picked up earlier and sorted out before they get worse. 
  
I have recommended that the Government establishes an independent Tribunal where children 
in care can go to seek a review of decisions that affect them. The Tribunal should have the 
ability to change decisions where appropriate. Parents and, in certain circumstances, carers, 
could also go this Tribunal to seek a review. 
 
Children in care should have access to someone independent, outside of the Department, who 
is focused entirely on safeguarding their safety and wellbeing.  This should be a person 
independent from their carer or their child safety worker. 
  
Strong independent oversight of the out-of-home care system is good for kids, it’s good for their 
carers and the agencies involved in their care; it’s good for Government and good for the whole 
community. 
  
I note that the Minister for Human Services has accepted all recommendations in my report. I 
am confident that if my recommendations are implemented in full and appropriately resourced, 
children in care will be safer, happier and healthier.   
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