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Strengthened support for student health and wellbeing 
 

17 May 2017 
 

Commissioner for Children and Young People Mark Morrissey today welcomed Education 
Minister Jeremy Rockcliff’s commitment to strengthening supports for student health and 
wellbeing in Government schools. 
  
Together with families, schools play a vital role in promoting children and young people’s health 
and wellbeing.    
 

Providing support for student wellbeing and engagement in learning is a very important step in 
helping students reach their full potential in life.  
  

Additional school-wide health promotion, earlier invention and prevention will improve outcomes 
for children across Tasmania.  As we know, investments made earlier offer the greatest 
return.  It also means more kids will get a much better start to their adult lives.  
  
School and education come up consistently during my discussions with children and young 
people around the State.  A school environment that more fully supports student wellbeing will 
boost children and young people's ability to participate in learning.  As we know, a quality 
education is a key predictor of positive life outcomes.   
  
This added investment in health and wellbeing support is a critical step in ensuring that all 
students are able to actively engage in and enjoy school and this is good for the future of the 
Tasmanian community. 
  
Increased support for children’s health and wellbeing will assist in better equipping Tasmanian 
children to be successful in a new world which will be vastly different to that of their parents and 
prior generations.  
 
With rapidly changing employment prospects and economies and the rise of part time work, the 
generation of children being born now and currently in school will need to be as well-equipped 
as possible to survive and thrive into the future.  Investing in their health and wellbeing needs in 
the context of their education will provide them with better health outcomes, increased resilience 
and the ability to achieve higher levels of educational achievement. 
 
 
Mark Morrissey 
Commissioner for Children and Young People 
Media enquiries: 0427 008 268 
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