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History of  the World 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSt9tm3RoUU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSt9tm3RoUU


A Digital Revolution  

• We are on the brink of a technological revolution – one 
which is and will fundamentally shift the way we live, 
work and relate to one another. 

• It is one which is unlike any other in human history in 
size, scope and complexity. 

• Change is happening at unprecedented speed. 

• How do we prepare? 



Advances in Technology  

 

 

• The possibilities created through this digital revolution 
are extraordinary. 

•  Artificial intelligence, robotics, 3-D printing, autonomous 
vehicles, and advancements in medicine, science and 
technology.  



Growing Inequality? 

However, there is 
increasingly a bigger 
divide between those 
who benefit from a 
digital revolution and 
those who don’t. 

Rising inequality can 
lead to more health 
and social problems.   



The index of advantage/ 
disadvantage is a continuum with 
low values indicating areas of 
disadvantage, and high values 
indicate areas of advantage.  

The overall disadvantage in 
Tasmania (961) is higher than 
Australia overall (1,000), and is the 
second highest of all of the states 
and territories. 

 Index of relative socio-economic disadvantage by LGA, ABS, 2011 
 

Growing Inequality Locally? 



Social connectedness? 

“The reason we struggle with insecurity 
is because we compare our behind-the-
scenes with everyone else’s highlight 
reel.”— Steven Furtick 

 

• Social comparison 

• Increased feelings of isolation 

• Diversion from face-to-face exchanges 

• We paint a brighter picture of our lives 

online than in reality 

 



Children and the digital future 
• Children and young 
people need to be 
prepared to face these 
new challenges. 

• Must be able to 
develop skills that will 
prepare them for the 
future – patience, 
resilience, flexibility 
and creativity.  



The Future of  Employment 

• Our rapidly changing world is 
increasingly leaving young people 
behind. 

• This can create stress and 
apprehension about the future. 

• Even when staying in education, 
young people are still not gaining 
all of the skills they need to get a 
job.   

Jan Owen AM 



 

But how can we give them the 
best chance to succeed?   

 

And what does success for 
children growing up in today’s 

world look like? 



Education updated? 

• Modern education systems 
were born out of the 
Industrial Revolution to 
prepare children for work. 

• Unfortunately hundreds of 
years later this is still seen 
as the primary purpose of 
schools in our society. 



Education in the digital age 

• The digital revolution will continue to change the 
future landscape of work for our children  

• Fewer jobs – and those that will remain will require 
creative and critical thought 

• Many jobs that exist now will be gone in the next 
10 to 20 years - with experts predicting that 40% of 
Australian jobs today will no longer exist by 2025 



 

“I am learning from a curriculum that teaches me 
how to find the circumference of a circle which is 
all well and good, until I grow older and am thrust 
into adult-hood where I suddenly have to pay 
taxes and do all these other things I can't even 
begin to know how to do.”  

Young Tasmanian 

 
CCYP, Listening to Children and Young People in Tasmania 2016 

 



 

“The way the education system is, students 
are bored and smarter than past generations. 
They see no point in learning irrelevant 
information.  Students want to have the ability 
to change their education to suit their needs.” 

Young Tasmanian 

 
CCYP, Listening to Children and Young People in Tasmania 2016 

 



“Honestly the curriculum is so overwhelming and it is crushing students will to 

learn and actually enjoy life. We are put under this constant strain and 

pressure not to disappoint and to maintain good grades and excel in all areas.  

As a child I was always doing very well in school, consistently pulling A's and 

B's. I used to love school. Now I hate it as I feel every day I am dragging 

myself to a place where I will spend basically six hours trying desperately to 

retain useless information that holds no relevance to me, my interests or my 

future.  

After trying to retain this useless information I will basically be tested on my 

memory where I will then receive results put towards my grade that falsely 

summarize my intelligence and leave me wondering where I got dumb. This is 

not okay. I know I'm not alone in this and this is a serious matter that needs to 

be addressed. Bring the fun and relevance back to school. Give us more 

independence. Allow us to test our own boundaries and push ourselves. Let 

us link all subjects to things we enjoy and I assure you you'll see results.” 

Young Tasmanian 

 

 

 



 

“It doesn’t take away any opportunities 
[for me] to go on through to grade 12.” 

 

 

 

Young Tasmanian 

 
CCYP, Listening to Children and Young People in Tasmania 2016 

 



“We need to create an environment in which people 
can get a great education in Tasmania and also 
continue to use that and people to be attracted towards 
Tasmania as an innovative and intelligent place.”  

 

Young Tasmanian 

 
CCYP, Listening to Children and Young People in Tasmania 2016 

 



How do we teach creativity? 

• Difficult to measure and teach, particularly in an age 
where knowledge needs to be constantly measured and 
justified. 

• Need to come up with ways to encourage creativity in 
our schools and teachers. 

• Make space for creativity, collaboration, and project-
based learning in the curriculum. 

 



Some principles of  creative teaching 

• Students given some control over their own learning. 

• A balance between structure and freedom. 

• Time is flexible. 

• Teachers and learners have relationships based on 
respect, creative attitudes, flexibility, and dialogue. 

• Students work together and assess each other through 
peer review. 

Professor Dan Davies, Dean of the Cardiff School of Education,  

Cardiff Metropolitan University 



Starting early 

The Australian Early 
Development Census 
(AEDC) captures cognitive, 
social and emotional 
dimensions of a child’s life.  

However, as children 
progress through school, 
these important measures 
are not tracked at a national 
level. Percentage of children on track, Tasmania, 2009 to 2015 (AEDC) 



Starting early 

• Developing creative 
play 

• Playing cooperatively 
and showing 
teamwork 

• Problem-solving and 
higher critical thinking 

• Greater empathy and 
compassion 

• Inquiry-based teaching 

 

 

Cedarsong Forest Kindergarten in Washington state 



In Conclusion 

•More investment in health and wellbeing, 
developing resilience and life skills. 

•Focusing on all of the domains of child 
development not just academic achievement. 

•And for young people: 
• Speak up and be heard 

• Get involved and be a part of your future 

• Seek action from decision makers 




