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THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF TASMANIA’S 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE REPORT 2018 

 
A new report – The Health and Wellbeing of Tasmania’s Children and Young People Report 
2018 – has been released today.  
 
Interim Commissioner for Children and Young People, David Clements, said the Report brought 
together publicly available data from credible sources to provide an easy to use resource for 
government and non-government organisations, professionals and individuals.   
 
“Access to this data is designed to improve the planning and delivery of policy and program 
responses to promote the health and wellbeing of children and young people in Tasmania,” he 
said. 
 
The Report says Tasmania is home to 112,646 children and young people aged between 0 and 
17 years, and that Tasmania’s population of children and young people is centralised with 
almost half residing in five local government areas (Launceston, Clarence, Glenorchy, Hobart 
and Kingborough). 
 
“Early years data indicates that the health and wellbeing of young Tasmanian children is being 
positively influenced by a range of factors including high levels of parental engagement with 
Child Health and Parenting Services, high overall immunisation rates and universal enrolment in 
quality pre-school in the year before formal schooling. 
 
“As children get older, however, a number of areas for improvement emerge. 
 
“The Report provides time series NAPLAN data showing that Tasmanian students are at a 
comparable standard for reading and writing to their national counterparts, but that a trend of 
relative lower achievement exists among older students. 
 
““These data sets also demonstrate a gap between the educational performance of indigenous 
students and non-indigenous students in Tasmania. Student retention between Year 10 and 12 
is lower in Tasmania than in Australia as a whole.” 
 
The Report shows that the number of children in out-of-home care was increasing, that 
approximately 40 per cent of children in out-of-home care did not have a documented and 
approved care plan, and that Aboriginal children were over represented in the system. 
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“Data in the Report also illustrate that the proportion of children and young people assisted by 
specialist homelessness services is higher in Tasmania than in Australia as a whole,” Mr 
Clements said. 
 
“Further, the rate of young people aged 15 to 24 years presenting alone to specialist 
homelessness services was higher than the rate for Australia, and almost half of unmet need for 
homelessness responses by specialist homelessness services in Tasmania relates to children 
and young people. 
 
Other key statistics in the report include:  

 the number of youth offenders in Tasmania aged 10 to 17 has declined since 2008/09; 

 there has been a reduction in alcohol consumption, smoking and illicit drug use among 
young people; and,  

 the school attendance rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children is above the 
national rate for Indigenous children. 

 
The Interim Commissioner has also produced a Child Friendly Version of the Report.  
 
Mr Clements said this recognised children and young people  key stakeholders.  
 
“It is critically important that we keep communicating with children and young people directly 
about the positive influences in their lives, as well as the issues and challenges that some kids 
in Tasmania are experiencing,” he said. 
 
“Children and young people should be seen as active participants in the development and 
implementation of policies and practices designed to promote their health and wellbeing. 
 
“Publication of this report is one way I perform my legislative obligation to monitor the health 
and wellbeing of Tasmania’s children and young people.  I trust this report contributes to the 
collective work necessary to improve the health and wellbeing of Tasmania's children and 
young people.  
 
“I encourage all Tasmanians to join me in this important effort.” 
 
The Commissioner for Children and Young People encourages sensitive and ethical 
reporting of the data and information contained in the Report and requests that, 
wherever possible, the contact details of support services are included in media reports. 
It is noted that certain ways of reporting on issues including mental health, suicide and 
self-harm and other complex issues have the capacity to adversely affect vulnerable 
members of our community, including children and young people.  
 
For support or assistance contact – 
 
Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800 www.kidshelpline.com.au  
eHeadspace: 1800 650 890 www.eheadspace.org.au  
Lifeline: 13 11 14 www.lifeline.org.au  

http://www.kidshelpline.com.au/
http://www.eheadspace.org.au/
http://www.lifeline.org.au/

