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INTERIM COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
WELCOMES BUDGET MEASURES 

 
Interim Commissioner for Children and Young People David Clements has welcomed the Tasmanian 
Government’s investment in measures to improve the health and wellbeing of Tasmania’s children and 
young people. 
 
Mr Clements said while there was an appropriate and strong focus in this year’s budget on investment in 
infrastructure like bridges and roads, it was important to remember that the state’s greatest asset for its 
future prosperity lay with children and young people. 
 
“The many new investments directed at promoting the safety and wellbeing of Tasmania’s children and 
young people will provide greater opportunity for them to thrive and to reach their full potential,” he said. 
 
Mr Clements said he was particularly encouraged by additional investments in: 
 

 School infrastructure and staffing, early years education and support for students with disability. 

 Additional Child Safety Officers and other front line staff to support the implementation of the child 
protection redesign and to support children with complex needs in Out of Home Care. 

 Community-based intensive family support services for more Tasmanian families. 

 The continuation of funding of the government’s family violence response, including for the new 
Action Plan Against Sexual Violence. 

 
“The Government’s commitment of $7.3 million to fund the redesign and upgrade of Ashley Youth 
Detention Centre is also welcomed,” Mr Clements said.   
 
“I look forward to engaging with the Government in the redevelopment process to further strengthen 
therapeutic responses to at-risk youth.  
 
“The extension of out-of-home care to children aged between 18 and 21 is clearly an important step in 
ensuring these children also have the best opportunity to transition to independence. 
 
“I again acknowledge the Government’s significant investment required to participate in the Redress 
Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse. 
 
“I look forward to working with the various government departments and other stakeholders to continue 
to ensure Tasmania’s children and young people get the best start in life possible.” 
 
 


